
Winter 2022-2023

Annual CE Day Well 
Attended

The Westmoreland Club hosted 
our annual meeting and continu-
ing education course on Friday, 
November 11, 2022. Attendees 
earned 6 CDE hours, enjoyed 
continental breakfast, lunch, and 
complimentary cocktail party. 

Front: Doctors Joellen Drosinski, Matthew Zale, John Evans, Jack Erhard, 
Thomas Langan, Jr. Back: Nipa Thakker (PDA Trustee for 1st  District & 
candidate for PDA President-elect), Bob Albrecht (DSG), Joseph Kelly, Jr., 
Samantha Abod (3rd District Trustee), Senator Lisa Baker, Darleen Oleski 
(3rd  District President), Richard Grossman (PDA President-elect), Ward 
Blackwell (PDA Executive Director) 

Doctors John Evans, Richard Grossman (PDA President-elect), Jack Erhard, 
Joseph Gronsky, Frank DiNoia, Bob Albrecht (DSG), and Joseph Kelly Jr.

A captive audience

Third District President Dr. Darleen 
Oleski takes a moment to pose with 
Dr. Nipa Thakkar



Volunteers In Medicine Honors Dr. Grossman

February is National Children’s 
Dental Health Month and our 
member districts are ready 
to spread the word about 
good dental hygiene to our 
communities!  

The Luzerne County Dental 
Society is donating nearly 1000 
goodie bags to various Head 
Start preschools throughout the 
month.  The bags are being as-
sembled and distributed by Vol-
unteers In Medicine and kids will 
receive a bag with tooth brush, A Word from PDA 

President-Elect Dr. 
Richard Grossman

Anyone inter-
ested in getting 
involved in any 
PDA councils 
or committees 
please let me 
know. I would 
encourage our 
Third district members to step 
forward to serve. If you’re pon-
dering a family vacation this 
summer, consider attending the 
first PDA vacation CE program. 
It will be at the Hyatt Regency 
Chesapeake Resort. You’ll be 
able to deduct the trip, enjoy a 
beautiful 4 star resort and get 
together with family, friends, 
and colleagues. On another 
note, if you have any issues 
with PDA please get in touch 
with me. I want you to feel your 
membership is worthwhile and 
you view ADA and PDA as a 
great resource for information 
enabling you to prosper in our 
profession. Stay well through 
the holiday season and may the 
force of organized dentistry be 
with all of us.

Volunteers in Medicine honored 
Dr Richard Grossman by placing 
his name on a plaque that will 
be on display at the clinic. Dr 
Grossman was the first dentist 
to volunteer at the clinic and 
continues to this day to find 
time out of his schedule to help 
the uninsured members of our 
community. 

Volunteers in Medicine (VIM) is 
a 501 c 3 nonprofit, community-
based organization established 
to provide FREE primary and 
preventative medical, dental 
and behavioral health ser-
vices to the working uninsured 
and underinsured populations 
in Luzerne County, PA. Patients 
are working with a low income 
and have no access or cannot 
afford health insurance. VIM 
has expanded services based on 
the needs of the community and 
provides comprehensive care in-
cluding chiropractic services, 
physical therapy, chronic disease 
management, nutritional educa-
tion with a registered dietitian, 

psychiatric evaluations, coun-
seling, case management, and 
dental services. Medications, 
lab testing and imaging services 
are also provided at no cost to 
patients.  

VIM is not federally funded and 
operates solely with generous 
donations from businesses and 
individuals, grants from founda-
tions and proceeds from special 
events. Quality and compassion-
ate services are provided pri-
marily with volunteers that give 
their time and expertise. A one 
hundred core volunteers have 
relentlessly come to VIM on a 
weekly basis for over 14 years.  

National Children’s Dental Health Month 
tooth paste, coloring book, cray-
ons, and with education material 
on proper brushing techniques 
and good nutritional habits.

The Scranton District Dental So-
ciety, under the direction of new 
NCDHM Chair, Dr. Alesia Walsh, 
is also filling 2,000 bags (with 
the help of The Arc-NEPA) and 
distributing to area, school-aged 
children. They are also preparing 
a Third District-wide billboard 
campaign similar to last year’s 
(but with an even bigger idea)!



President’s Letter
Happy 
Holidays 
everyone! 
At this time 
of year, we 

all look forward to spending 
time with family and friends, 
and having some time away 
from the hustle and bustle of 
daily dental practice. It’s a time 
to look back at the year in rear 
view, and be thankful for our 
loved ones and the many gifts 
we have been given. 

As I close the books on my 
first year as President of our 
Third District, I am so very 
thankful for the membership 
and engagement our society 
provides. Our robust local 
societies encourage our new 
dentist participation as they 
are welcomed into our dental 
communities. The Third District 
Board works hard to meld the 
locals together, and bridge the 
gap to the Pennsylvania Dental 
Association Board of Trustees. 
No work can be accomplished 
without the dedicated effort 
of each component. We are 
blessed to have so many 
members at varying stages of 
their own dental careers active 
in our district. Our more senior 
dentists bring the experience 
and organizational savvy 
of knowing how to get our 
many jobs done. Our young 
dentists bring excitement and 
innovation to keep our district 
moving into the future of 
organized dentistry. Those of us 
considered mid-career respect 

how fortunate we are to have 
all dentists engaged. We look 
forward to increasing our 
membership, and welcoming 
all dentists of all practice 
styles in our District. Each and 
every one of you is valued and 
appreciated.

Our Third District is also very 
lucky to have the expertise 
of Robert Albrecht, Darcie 
Schaffer, and Cynthia Cox.  
They are “rockstars” on our 
behalf organizing CE, social 
events, social media, and 
absolutely anything we need 
that we either don’t know how 
to do, or can’t do. The support 
they give is invaluable.  

Please check out our Facebook 
page for continuing education 
opportunities in our District. 
We will be renewing our 
licenses in March of 2023.  
There are many offerings there 
to enable you all to be current 
with education obligations. 
The PDA website also has free 
mandatory CE available online. 

Watch out for more 
information on our PDA 
Annual Meeting on April 28-
29th, at Normandy Farm Hotel 
and Conference Center in 
Bluebell. We also look forward 
to having you all join us at 
the PDA Vacation CE event 
on June 15-17th at the Hyatt 
Regency Chesapeake Bay Golf 
Resort and Spa in Cambridge, 
Maryland. This event will 
offer 6 hours of continuing 
education and many family 
friendly events to participate 

in. Our next Third District Board 
meeting is January 18th, 2023 at 
the Westmoreland Club at 6:30 
pm.

Lastly, to all of you, thank you so 
very much for your support this 
year.  They say it takes a village 
to raise a child, but it takes 
a society of strong, vibrant, 
brilliant members to have a 
District like ours. I appreciate all 
of you and I look forward to a 
vigorous year of events in 2023 
for our District. Please contact 
me at any time to share ideas 
for new events or initiatives 
that you feel would be of 
importance in the year ahead.  
We need your continued 
participation. Have a blessed 
holiday season. May you and 
yours have a happy, healthy, 
successful and peaceful New 
Year!

Best regards,
Darleen Oleski, DMD

Please Join Our 
Private Facebook Page

If you haven’t 
joined our private 
Facebook page, 
please click the 
link and request 

membership ASAP. Go to: 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1907560839378795 You 
will see updated legislative an-
nouncements, member notices, 
meeting/event dates, and last 
minute COVID information.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1907560839378795


Events
Continuing Education Course  Radisson Lack Station Jan 18, 2023  8:00 AM
“So Easy, A Prosthodontist Can Do It”

Third District Board Meeting  Westmoreland Club Jan 18, 2023  6:30 PM

Continuing Education Course  Radisson Lack Station Feb 15, 2023 8:00 AM
“Treating the Medically Complex Patient”

General Meeting    AV Restaurant  Feb 22, 2023? 6:30 PM

Continuing Education Course  Radisson Lack Station Mar 15, 2023 8:00 AM
“Oral Pathology Review and Update”

Ben Shair/Todd Angelo Dinner AV Restaurant  March 15, 2023 6:30 PM

Continuing Education Course  Radisson Lack Station March 24, 2023 8:00 AM
“OSHA / Infection Control for the Dental Professional, 
Radiation Safety Overview For Pennsylvania Dental X-ray Operators, 
Child Abuse Recognition and Reporting”

PDA Annual Meeting   Normandy Farms, PA April 28-29, 2023 8:00 AM

Vacation CE    Grand Hyatt, MD  June 15-17, 2023 8:00 AM

ADA Annual Meeting   Orlando, FL   Oct 5-7, 2023 8:00 AM

PDA’S Family Vacation Dental Conference
Save the date for the 
PDA’s Family Vacation 
Dental Conference 
to be held June 15-
17, 2023 at the Hyatt 
Regency Chesapeake 
Bay Golf Resort, 
Spa, and Marina in 
Cambridge, Mary-
land. More details 
to come. Be sure 
you are a member 
of our private Face-
book group (https://
www.facebook.com/
groups/1907560839 
378795).

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1907560839378795



